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0] Making Best Use of This Book

Dear Aspirant,

If you're preparing for this years’ Mains exam (or Mains 2026), please pay close attention to what'’s written
ahead.

This is a compilation of 15 most important topics from the perspective of PSIR 2025 Mains exam. We’ve chosen
all the topics based on suggestions received from various students like you. Thus, there is good probability of
a direct question being asked in PSIR, or in GS2 from the topics given in this book.

However, the value of these articles is not limited to the direct questions only. These articles cover a lot of
theoretical analysis of contemporary issues, commenting on Indian and World Politics. So, a lot of content can
be used in your answers to substantiate the arguments you’ll be making. An example from recent happenings
and a theoretical insight will certainly make your copy stand out and fetch you additional marks.

Further, these articles contains a lot of keywords, which are part of contemporary discussion. | will recommend
picking out such keywords, understand their meaning, and use them in your answers. This will give a scholarly
flavour to your answers.

Last but not the least, a single reading of this PDF won’t help much. It’s just 75 pages, and we’ll recommend
at least 3 readings of it before exam, including highlighting keywords and remembering important arguments
from exam viewpoint. This will ensure that you’re able to make best use of this compilation.

Wish you all the best for Mains 2025.

Regards,
Abhijeet Pimparkar
Politics for India.com

Complete PSIR Notes
Used by PSIR Toppers
Now available in Hard Copy

Kalpana Rawat
AIR 76 - UPSC 2024
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1] National Education Policy and Indian
Federalism

India will be the home to the largest number of young population in the globe by 2030. Thus, a robust
education system is the need of the hour for the country. With this goal, the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, brought in several essential changes in the learning framework of India. However, being a politically and
economically vital issue and a part of concurrent list, any policy change in education requires the nod of both
the centre and the state governments. Consequently, NEP has brought many federal principals to the fore .

A] Current Status of Education in India

India’s education system today faces a paradox. At one end, it is becoming increasingly accessible to all with
nearly universal Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) at the primary level. On the other end, however, India is facing
a deep learning crisis, i.e., there is huge lack of quality education in all parts of the country.

According to ASER (Annual Status of Education Report), over 70% of Class 3 children in government schools
cannot read a Class 2-level text. This learning crisis in India is also reflected in World Bank’s “learning poverty”
index.

Apart from this, large number of students dropout from schools at higher levels. The dropout rates figure
around 14% at the secondary level and 56% at higher secondary. This means that almost half of Indian youth

is not completing Grade 12.

The Indian education system also faces widespread criticism for being archaic, overly exam-oriented, rote-
based, and disconnected from practical life and critical thinking.

To rectify these drawbacks, the government of India pushed for National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, that
seeks to bring a paradigmatic shift in Indian education. NEP attempts to align Indian education with 21-st
century needs. It is based on five foundational pillars: Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability, and Accountability.

B] Key Features of NEP 2020

NEP aims to fundamentally reorient the system from early childhood to higher education.

At the school level, it replaces the old 10+2 structure with a 5+3+3+4 curricular model. This means the
foundational stage (age 3—8) will comprise 5 years of flexible, play-based learning. The next stages are in a
3+3+4 division, each with redesigned pedagogies: a move from rote textbook learning towards more
experiential, competency-based education.

It also breaks down the rigid silos between “arts, science, commerce” streams and between vocational and
academic tracks. NEP envisions a multidisciplinary education at all levels. It emphasizes skill development
and vocational education, proposing that from Grade 6 onwards, every child should have exposure to at least
one vocation.

As a major transformative step, NEP proposes the use of mother tongue as the primary medium of
instruction at least until Grade 5. Research confirms that children learn best in their native language. Thus,
NEP reinforces the long-standing three-language formula in schools — which historically meant Hindi, English
and one modern Indian language in Hindi-speaking states, and the regional language, English and Hindi in non-
Hindi-speaking states.

Complete PSIR solution for UPSC-CSE - https://politicsforindia.com 5



https://politicsforindia.com/

Politics for India Publications PSIR Current Affairs 2025

In higher education, it proposes Multidisciplinary 4-year UG programmes with multiple exit points. This
flexible timeline, along with a credit bank system (Academic Bank of Credits), allows learners to pause and
resume education or even transfer credits between institutions.

NEP also aims to dismantle the decades-old affiliated college system. It envisions that by 2035, all colleges
currently affiliated to a state university should either evolve into autonomous degree-granting colleges or get
consolidated into cluster universities. This will reduce the burdens on affiliating universities and give colleges
academic freedom.

Digital learning is one of the key focus areas of NEP, along with the inclusion of Indian knowledge systems. It
calls for an increased integration of EdTech —from virtual labs to Al-based educational software —and creation
of content in regional languages for digital platforms.

C] Federal Tensions Arising from NEP

India’s Constitution places education in the Concurrent List, meaning both Parliament and state legislatures
have the power to make laws on the subject.

In principle, this arrangement is meant to foster a cooperative partnership — a strong national vision for
education coupled with flexibility for states to innovate and adapt. In practice, however, education federalism
has been rife with friction, and the NEP 2020 has brought many of these underlying tensions to the fore.

A key issue is the de facto centralization of decision-making in NEP. The manner in which NEP 2020 was
formulated and is being pushed has raised concerns about encroachment on states’ autonomy in this crucial
sector.

The Union government has nudged implementation through centrally sponsored schemes — for instance, it
launched PM e-Vidya for digital education, the STARS project with World Bank aid to support states, a new
PM SHRI scheme to develop NEP exemplar schools, etc. The states, however, have discretion in how far to
adopt NEP recommendations.

A major flashpoint in NEP implementation is language policy. Education might be concurrent, but language is
a state subject and often an emotional issue tied to identity. States like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and West Bengal
fear backdoor Hindi imposition under the three-language formula. Tamil Nadu has categorically refused NEP
and continues with its two-language policy (Tamil + English). Similarly, Maharashtra has formed a new
language of Policy committee.

Another contested aspect is curriculum standardization and content control. Education being concurrent
means both Centre and states develop curricula. In theory, NEP 2020 envisions a National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) with flexibility for “local flavour”. In practice, however, states fear a diminution of their role

in curriculum design.

What students learn about history, politics, culture affects the narratives of nationhood and citizenship. States
with different ruling ideologies will resist what they see as distortions or biases. Textbook revisions or the
inclusion or exclusion of languages (like Sanskrit vs Tamil texts) can become ideological.

The new NCF 2023 for School Education was drafted centrally by NCERT aligning with NEP, and while states
were consulted, many feel key decisions are being made in New Delhi. For example, NCERT’s controversial
deletions of certain chapters (on Mughal history, the 2002 riots, climate change, etc.) in 2023 editions of
textbooks were criticized by states like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka as reflecting a unilateral ideological
stance.
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The centralization of entrance exams like CUET and NEET is another such flashpoint. States criticised it over
equity concerns because, CUET, though optional for state universities, creates pressure to conform to CBSE-
centric content.

The state’s critique also includes NEP’s silence on reservations and alleged anti-social justice bias. States with
a social justice agenda oppose NEP’s merit-based entrance exams and private-sector orientation, fearing
marginalisation of disadvantaged groups.

While there are multiple such contestations, the common thread in all these case studies is the assertion of
federal space by states, or simply a reaction to unilateral central decisions.

D] Political Economy of Education Federalism

Education in India is not merely a social sector, it serves both developmental and political purposes. Control
over education gives governments influence over language use, cultural narratives, youth socialization, and
distribution of economic opportunities —all of which are powerful tools in politics. Thus, both Union and state
governments have strong stakes in education, and consequently this sphere often reflects wider ideological
contests in Indian federalism.

Regional parties assert identity and cultural autonomy through education policy (e.g., DMK in Tamil Nadu,
TMC in Bengal).

On top of it, fiscal asymmetries add another layer. The Union government, by virtue of collecting the majority
of revenue holds the purse strings for many developmental programs, including education. It then distributes
funds to states through various schemes.

This arrangement inherently gives the Centre more say, it can design scheme guidelines which the states must
follow to receive funds. Over time, this has led to what some call “federalism by finance”.

For example, the Central government made adoption of NEP 2020—including its three-language formula—a
prerequisite for states to receive central funding under the PM SHRI and Samagra Shiksha schemes. Tamil
Nadu strongly rejected this conditionality, filing a suit in the Supreme Court. The state has accused the Centre
of “financial blackmail” for withholding funds due to its refusal to educate in Hindi, insisting that education
policy remains a state subject.

There is also a cultural capital and social justice dimension to it. NEP encourages uniform entrance exams,
although states are free not to opt it. Such exams often favour English/Hindi languages as well as CBSE based
curriculum.

E] Way Forward

The lack of functional cooperative institutions (like Inter-State Council or CABE) compounds these tensions. A
GST-style Education Council or more active Inter-State Council can foster consensus on reforms.

Secondly, one size cannot fit all in a country as varied as India. The NEP document itself acknowledges need
of such flexibility. However, it must manifest in practice. For instance, on the issue of language, the Centre
could formally allow states to adapt the three-language formula as per their context. Also, reciprocal learning
(e.g., Tamil in North India, Hindi in the South) should be encouraged instead of one-sided imposition.

Financial support and autonomy for states should increase. The Centre should not withhold funds for NEP non-
compliance. Instead, it should reward states based on performance outcomes.
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The issue of Equity and inclusion is one non-negotiables where both the centre and the states converge.
Federal disputes must not derail this larger goal. Thus it should be ensured that central exams do not
disadvantage rural students. Further, reservation policies in higher education, being a sensitive subject,
should be respected by the Centre — any reform must carry forward affirmative action.

Ultimately, the way forward must embody the spirit of “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat” (One India, Great India)
but through the route of “Unity in Diversity”. India’s federal structure is not a hurdle to progress; rather, it's a
means to tailor development to local needs while keeping national objectives in sight.

F] Conclusion

Education in India is the crucible where constitutional ideals, regional identities, and national aspirations
converge. NEP 2020 is a bold attempt at systemic reform, but without Centre—state partnership, it risks being

lost in political and ideological crossfire.

By enabling dialogue, flexibility, and shared ownership, India can implement NEP in a way that not only
improves outcomes but also strengthens the federal structure envisioned in the Constitution. In Ambedkar’s
words, “the spirit in which a law is administered” matters more than its text. NEP’s success will hinge not
just on policy design but on how inclusively and democratically it is implemented.
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15] Long Term Implications of Operation Sindoor

A] Introduction

Operation Sindoor was a brief but intense military campaign launched by India on May 7, 2025, in retaliation
for a major terrorist attack at Pahalgam in April 2025. Over four days of hostilities (May 7-10), India carried
out precision missile and air strikes against militant targets deep inside Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.

The campaign was followed by fierce exchanges of fire, drone incursions, and missile attacks between India
and Pakistan before a ceasefire was brokered on May 10.

Operation Sindoor is widely seen as a strategic inflection point in South Asia. It marks India’s clear departure
from its traditional posture of reactive restraint vis-a-vis Pakistan toward a new doctrine of proactive
deterrence. In contrast to previous episodes where India absorbed terror attacks or responded covertly,
Sindoor involved overt, cross-border use of force at a scale not seen since the 1971 war.

The Indian leadership framed the operation as a justified act of self-defense and signaled that such military
responses to terrorism would henceforth be the “new normal”.

Such rhetoric and action represent a stark departure from India’s past policy a decade ago, when strategic
restraint was the norm and fears of escalation often limited military options.

B] Historical Context of India—Pakistan Relations

India and Pakistan’s relationship since 1947 has been marked by periodic wars, military standoffs, and an
enduring rivalry centered on the disputed region of Kashmir. For much of this history, India’s approach could
be characterized as one of strategic restraint, especially in the face of provocations by Pakistan or its proxies.

Despite fighting full-scale wars in 1947-48, 1965, and 1971, and a localized high-altitude conflict in Kargil in
1999, Indian leaders often chose to limit the scope or intensity of conflicts, mindful of international pressure
and the risks of escalation (which, after 1998, included the spectre of nuclear war).

Similarly, following the brazen 2001 Parliament attack, India mobilized its army but ultimately pulled back
from crossing the international border. And in the wake of the Mumbai 26/11 attacks in 2008, which killed
over 170 people, India again exercised restraint by not launching military reprisals, focusing on building
international pressure on Pakistan to crack down on terrorist groups.

These episodes reinforced an international perception of India as a country that generally avoided knee-jerk
military responses, even under grave provocation.

However, this paradigm of near-automatic restraint began to shift in the 2010s as India grew in economic and
military strength and as domestic public opinion became less tolerant of perceived impunity for cross-border
terrorism.

A turning point came after the 2016 Uri attack in Jammu and Kashmir, where militants killed 19 Indian soldiers.
Breaking with past pattern, the Indian government authorized “surgical strikes” by special forces against
terrorist launch pads just across the LoC in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

The next crisis, in February 2019, saw India push the envelope further. A suicide bombing in Pulwama
(Kashmir) killed 40 Indian paramilitary police, and the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed claimed
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responsibility. In retaliation, India carried out an airstrike on a JeM training camp at Balakot — deep inside
Pakistani territory (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province), beyond the disputed Kashmir region. This was a dramatic
escalation: it marked the first use of Indian airpower against Pakistan since the 1971 war, and notably the
target (Balakot) lay in mainland Pakistan, not in Pakistan-administered Kashmir.

Against this backdrop, Operation Sindoor in 2025 did not emerge from a vacuum — it was the culmination of
a steady evolution in India’s retaliatory doctrine. When a new major terrorist attack occurred — the Pahalgam
massacre on April 22, 2025, in which 26 Indian civilians (mostly tourists) were killed — the stage was set for
India’s most ambitious response yet.

After initial diplomatic steps (India blamed Pakistan-based militants of the LeT for the Pahalgam attack,
suspended the bilateral Indus Waters Treaty, and warned of action), India’s military struck on May 7, hitting
multiple targets across a broad geography: from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir to cities deep in Punjab province.
It was, as analysts note, the deepest India has struck Pakistan since 1971, and the first time cruise missiles
and armed drones were used by India in a fight against Pakistan.

C] From Restraint to Deterrence

For the first few decades after independence, India’s foreign policy and strategic culture were heavily
informed by the ideals of its first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru. Nehru championed non-alignment,
Panchsheel (five principles of peaceful coexistence), and a general aversion to military adventurism, projecting
India as a peace-seeking civilizational power. This Nehruvian idealism placed faith in diplomacy, international
law, and moral leadership.

However, as India’s power grew and its security challenges mounted, a pragmatic reorientation became
visible.

One reflection of this is how India defines “strategic autonomy” today. No longer couched as equidistance in
a bipolar Cold War, strategic autonomy now means multi-alignment — engaging all major powers but aligning
with none exclusively — and asserting India’s right to make independent decisions.

In the realm of security and military doctrine, this shift has manifested as a move from passive deterrence (or
deterrence by denial, hoping to dissuade aggression by defense and diplomatic isolation) to active deterrence
or deterrence by punishment.

Another aspect of India’s strategic culture evolution is the willingness to endure risk and accept losses if
necessary. The Indian Air Force, true to the new ethos, neither confirmed nor denied specifics during the
conflict, simply stating that “losses are a part of combat”. This stoic acceptance, show a break from the past,
where fear of losses often paralyzed action.

D] Pakistan’s Response and the Shift in Bilateral Dynamics

Pakistan was caught in a difficult position by Operation Sindoor. India’s sudden, coordinated strikes on May 7,
2025 placed Islamabad under tremendous pressure to respond, both to safeguard its deterrence credibility
and to assuage domestic outrage at the breach of sovereignty.

While Pakistan did retaliate robustly in the military domain, it also found itself largely on the defensive
diplomatically. The crisis underscored an erosion of Pakistan’s credibility in international forums on the issue
of terrorism and cast India as increasingly the agenda-setter in the rivalry.
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